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EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS, FOR AMBASSADOR LEWIS 
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TAGS: PDIP PBOR PORG MILI LE IS 

SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON: MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY TO BEGIN 

, PLEASE DELIVER TO PRIME MINISTER BEGIN AS EARLY AS 
POSSIBLE ON WEDNESDAY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE 
SECRETARY. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

FOLLOWING OUR LAST EXCHANGE OF MESSAGES ON THE LEBANESE 
SECRET 
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SITUATION, I HAD HOPED THAT EVENTS IN THAT COUNTRY WOULD 
ALLOW ME TO WAIT UNTIL WE MEET TOGETHER TO DISCUSS THE KIND 
OF LEBANON WE TOGETHER WOULD LIKE TO SEE EMERGE FROM ALL 
ITS MANY PROBLEMS. I FEAR. HOWEVER, THAT THE PRESENT 
SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON WILL NOT PERMIT ANY DELAY. 

FOR ALMOST A YEAR, WE HAVE BEEN URGING THE LEBANESE GOVERN- 
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MENT TO SEND SOME LEBANESE ARMY UNITS INTO SOUTHERN LEBANON 
TO BEGIN THE PROCESS OF REESTABLISHING LEBANESE GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORITY THERE. THE LEBANESE FINALLY DECIDED TO DO SO 
AND THEY NOW HAVE A 650-MAN UNIT IN SOUTHERN LEBANON BUT 
CANNOT PROCEED BECAUSE OF PROBLEMS WHICH WE HAVE EXAMINED 

WITH DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THIS 
LEBANESE FORCE GO TO THE AREA WHERE IT IS TO ESTABLISH ITS 
HEADQUARTERS. IF IT IS PREVENTED FROM DOING SO, FOR WHAT- 
EVER REASON, IT COULD WELL MEAN THE FINAL FALL OF THE 
SARKIS GOVERNMENT AND THUS A MAJOR BLOW TO BRINGING ABOUT 
A STABILIZED LEBANON WITH A STRONG, MODERATE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE KIND I AM CONFIDENT ISRAEL WOULD LIKE TO SEE DEVELOP. 

I RECOGNIZE THAT ISRAEL HAS INTERESTS IN WHAT OCCURS IN 
SOUTHERN LEBANON, WHICH HAS OFTEN BEEN THE AREA FROM WHICH 
ATTACKS ON YOUR TOWNS AND PEOPLE HAVE BEEN LAUNCHED. I 
WAS GRATIFIED THAT DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN MADE CLEAR 
TO US THAT ISRAEL HAD NO PROBLEM IN PRINCIPLE WITH THE 
PLANS OF THE LEBANESE ARMY TO ESTABLISH A POSITION IN 
SOUTHERN LEBANON. UNFORTUNATELY, THE SITUATION IS GETTING 
OUT OF HAND. HADDAD'S FORCES HAVE SHELLED THE LEBANESE 
UNIT OFF AND ON DURING THE PAST 24 HOURS. I HAVE JUST 
RECEIVED WORD THAT THE UNIT IS UNDER SHELLFIRE AGAIN. 

IN THE SPIRIT OF OUR COMMON WISH TO WORK CLOSELY TOGETHER 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 194474 

ON ISSUES SUCH AS THESE - AS REAFFIRMED BY BOTH OF US ONLY 
A FEW DAYS AGO - I WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU AND YOUR 
GOVERNMENT WOULD REEXAMINE URGENTLY THE PRESENT PROBLEMS 
HOLDING UP THE FORWARD PASSAGE OF THE LEBANESE ARMY UNIT 
NOW STOPPED AT KAWKABA WITH A VIEW TO OVERCOMING THEM AND 
ALLOWING THE ARMY UNIT TO PROCEED EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

WITH ALL GOOD WISHES, SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISIT, LABOR LEADER, LABOR UNION, MEETING, PARTICIPATION, TROOP DEPLOYMENT, ARMED FORCES, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 94474 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MDRAPER:JD 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: OA 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P8401 40-21 51 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978081 06/aaaadlgp.tel 

Line Count: 104 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 37fd8a58-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1559270 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CHANGED> MCM 20040429 

Subject: SOUTH LEBANON: MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY TO BEGIN 

TAGS: OVIP, ELAB, PDIP, PBOR, PORG, MILL PSDC, CZ, PL, IS, US, LE, ILO, (VANCE, CYRUS R), (BLANCHARD, FRANCIS), (BEGIN, 
MENAHEM) 

To: TEL AVIV JERUSALEM MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/37fd8a58-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



